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Social and Economic Significance of Landslides

Increasing population and development in confined mountain 
valleys
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Competition between natural hazards and protection of environmental 
values and agricultural land
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flood plain
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aprons
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Social Significance of Landslides

British Columbia, 1880-2001  (Evans, 2003):  
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No. per year:Fatalities:Number of Incidents:Period (years):

Annual probability of death for an average citizen:  10-6
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Social Significance of Landslides
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Social Significance of Landslides

But:

Vaiont, Italy, 1963, 2,000 dead

Huascaran, Peru, 1970, -18,000 

Nevado del Ruiz, Colombia, 1985  -22,000

Vargas State, Venezuela,  1999 -30,000

Loess Plateau, China, 1921 – 230,000

→ Landslide damage is highly 
focused, affects selected groups
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Economic Significance
British Columbia (Hungr, 2004)

Total Damage:  CDN $7 to $33 per capita per year (0.2% GDP)

Potential Damage,
British Columbia (Hungr, 2004)


